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pre-autonomy days. It was inevitable perhaps. Had Congress-
men been truly non-violent, there would have been no
resort to force. But the Congress majorities were not based
on unadulterated non-violence. A minister said the other
day that, although he had not given up an iota of non-vio-
lence, he could not do without resorting to the minimum
of firing. He had resorted to it only to the extent that it was
unavoidable. He may have said it then; he may not say it
again if I can help it. For, if he goes in again, he will have
made his position clear, and he will represent a House that
is predominantly non-violent. In other words, he will take
office, if he is sure that the people would let him carry
on the government on a non-violent basis.5 *
"But may it not be that whereas a non-violent minister
will confine violence to the lowest minimum, one who does
nor believe in non-violence would observe no such res-
traint?"
"That belief is a delusion. All those who are using
violence today make the same claim. Hitler too would say
the same thing. General Dyer \va? acclaimed as the hero
of the hour by the House of Lords because his object was
said to be to prevent the spread of mob violence. Soviet
Russia believes its violence is a transitional stage to the
establishment of* an order without violence. In the present
state of our belief and practice it may be better to wind up
the Sangh, leaving each one to grow unfettered.5'
"But the suggestion is being made," said Kishorlal-
bhai, "that we may confine the membership to those who
are engaged in constructive work-'9
"That suggestion is good, and we can conceivably
convert the Sangh into such a body and then try each of
us in our individual capacity to purify ourselves as much as
we can. For non-violence is impossible without self-
purification. Let us, therefore, be members of a self-puri-
fication association^ but no association is necessary for that
purpose. Therefore let us try, each in our own way, to face
difficulties and problems as they come and see how far we
can go* In Hudli, two years ago, I asked you to help in the
elections and in sending the best possible men to the legis-
lature. I gave advice in the atmosphere as it existed then*

